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A CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


A 27-foot mural graces most of the wall facing 
the entrance of the San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce’s remodeled building at 333 Pine 
Street. The work of George Harris, Art Associ¬ 
ation member and alumnus of the California 
School of Fine Arts, portrays A Century of Prog¬ 
ress which is the history of San Francisco. 

Executed in a harmonious arrangement of oil 
colors, the mural reflects the saga of the city. 
It suggests through symbols and designs the 
technical hallmarks of metropolitan develop¬ 
ment and mirrors in geometric patterns the 
stages of history, which begin with the clipper 
ship and the stage coach and continue through 
the era of the giant flying boat into a future 
which cannot be charted. Science and industry 
provide the frame of reference of the work, but 
the city’s cultural life and the charms which 
beguile the tourist are suggested in the varied 
designs which are worked into a harmonious 
whole. 

The artist has behind him a distinguished ca¬ 
reer. He has traveled and studied in the country 


of the modern mural masters —Mexico. He has 
worked in the art centers of Europe and the 
United States, taught at Stanford University, 
San Francisco State College, the San Francisco 
Museum of Art, and the California College of 
Arts and Crafts. For the past two years he has 
instructed in one of the most unique rehabilita¬ 
tion programs —that on Alcatraz Island. Works 
produced by the prisoners under his tutelage 
were exhibited in the city’s Open Air Art Show 
in 1949. The critical acclaim won by the Century 
of Progress comes to Mr. Harris after his works 
have achieved high honors in many world-wide 
exhibitions. 

The mural embodies elements of the abstract 
and representational forms of painting, and it 
does so by achieving a novel synthesis of the 
two. The story is told in lines, figures and de¬ 
signs, but the imagination is subtly influenced 
to dwell upon the sweep of events, the contin¬ 
uity of which is suggested by the juxtaposition 
of figures and the interplay of color. In this way, 
a significant chapter of the City's history has 
passed into the domain of art. 







S.F.A.A. 14TH ANNUAL WATERCOLOR EXHIBITION 



Top to bottom: Facade (watercolor) by Jules Engel, Beverly 
Hills, SFAA Purchase Prize; East End (watercolor) by Leon¬ 
ard Cutrow, Los Angeles, Honorable Mention; Quintes¬ 
sence (gouache and crayon) by Nancy Bordewich, San 
Francisco, Artists’ Council Prize; Potpourri (watercolor) by 
Ellwood Graham, Monterey, Honorable Mention. 


The jury for the 14th Annual Watercolor Exhi¬ 
bition placed its emphasis upon imagination, 
emotional content and design. It was agreed to 
be as catholic as possible in the choice of works 
so as to include every form of expression from 
the non-objective to the more realistic ap¬ 
proaches. A difficulty lay in finding realism that 
had something beyond craftsmanship or senti¬ 
mentality. The representational work chosen 
seemed to evoke something deeper than sur¬ 
face painting. 

The emphasis again is on the non-representa- 
tional and expressionistic, not because of any 
bias in judgment on the part of the jury, but 
simply that these constitute the most expressive 
work submitted for consideration. 

It was difficult indeed for the jury to reject 
paintings by some painters for whom everyone 
has the greatest respect and admiration. It was 
a disappointment that some of the Bay Region 
artists did not submit at all this time —a loss to 
the show. There was more interesting non¬ 
objective work sent from Southern California 
than representalional and unfortunately, as far 
as can be recalled, there were not many entries 
from the East. It is difficult to know who is who 
and from where. As far as recollection goes, v/e 
did not ask the proportion in this regard. 

The technical approaches are varied, and as it 
has been apparent for some time, the use of 
clear washes is giving way to more mixed tech¬ 
niques that allow for probing and experiment 
rather than a tour-de-force in direct watercolor. 
May I add this more personal note? I believe 
that juries are intrinsically fair in their voting. 
If it seems that errors of judgment take place, 
it is not because of intention but that they are 
honestly committed. 

-HAMILTON WOLF 


Mr. Wolf was chairman of the juries of selection and 
awards for the SFAA 14th Annual Watercolor Exhibition. 
Serving with him on the jury of selection were Karl Kasten, 
John Langley Howard, Leah Rinne Hamilton and Robert 
McChesney; on the jury of awards, Messrs. Kasten and 
Howard. Edward Corbett and Byron Randall acted as 
alternate jurors. 




















REPORTS FROM HOME AND ABROAD 


Thomas Carr Howe, Jr., Director of the 
Legion of Honor, has been appointed Cultural 
Affairs Advisor to the High Commissioner of 
Germany. 

Antonio Sotomayor, artist member, has com¬ 
pleted an oil painting of the original Palace 
Hotel for the hostel’s Diamond Jubilee. The 
picture, now on view in the City of Paris Ro¬ 
tunda Gallery, will hang in the Hotel. 

The two City of Paris Centennial Exhibition 
prizes of $250 went to Theodore Polos for 
his Old Fashioned Garden and to Lundy Sieg- 
riest for his Spooks from the Past. Although 
originally announced as one prize each in 
painting and sculpture, both prizes were 
awarded in the former field. 

The October issue of Art News carries a com¬ 
prehensive illustrated article, Hayter Paints a 
Picture. Stanley William Hayter, founder of 
the famed Atelier 17, was guest instructor at 
CSFA during Summer Session 1948. 

Jerry Brusberg , CSFA alumnus, is now teach¬ 
ing art at the University of British Columbia. 

Blanche Phillips: Sculptor is the title of the 
latest art folio from the press of Bern Porter, 
Sausalito. Limited to an edition of thirty copies, 
each page is an original photograph by Bob 
Lopez. Other sculptors announced for the series 
include Adaline Kent, Robert Howard and 
Beniamino Bufano. 

Frederick W. Quandt, Jr., instructor in the 
Photography Department of CSFA, has taken a 
short leave of absence in order to do camera 
work for Orbit Films in the northwest. 

A record altendance of 244,000 was counted 
by the de Young Museum during the showing 
of the Vienna Masterpieces. This figure topped 
New York’s Metropolitan for the same exhibi¬ 
tion by approximately 60,000. 

Artist member Nell Sinton held a one-man 
showing of her paintings at the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art during October. 

Ira Hinsdale Latour, former CSFA photogra¬ 
phy student, is presently making his headquar¬ 
ters in Paris where he is collaborating with 
Gene Thompson, former editor of the U. C. 
Pelican, on illustrated research articles. They 
have recently completed assignments for E.C.A. 


Raymond Tom , artist member, is showing a 
group of his oil paintings at Oakland’s Fenner 
Fuller Galleries during November. 

According to Erie Loran, San Francisco corre¬ 
spondent for Art News, artist member Inez 
Johnston has left the Bay Area for an indefi¬ 
nite stay in Europe. Loran’s column is a regular 
feature of the eastern magazine. 

The National Serigraph Society, New York, has 
listed fifteen new silk screen prints by Dorr 
Bothwell, artist member, in its latest catalogue 
of Serigraphers Abroad. 

Prize-winning work by U. S. high school art 
students, selected through the 1950 Annual 
Scholastic Magazines Competition, are being 
shown throughout the country. Included is the 
work of Frederic Fuchs of New York, first- 
prize winner who is now studying at CSFA 
under the terms of his scholarship. 

Leonard Edmondson , artist member, held a 
one-man show of oils, gouaches, drawings and 
etchings at the Landau Gallery, Los Angeles, 
during October. Edmondson is now a member 
of the faculty of Pasadena City College. 

Irving Norman, SFAA member and CSFA 
alumnus, is holding a one-man show at the 
Labaudt Gallery through November 24. 

Jeanne Reynal, who has made her home in 
the east for the past few years, is concluding 
an exhibition of her celebrated mosaics at the 
Hugo Gallery of New York. 

Raymond & Raymond is currently presenting a 
recapitulation of its shows during the past six 
months. Among exhibitors are artist members 

Hal Goldman and Jacques Schnier and 
CSFA alumnus Ronald Bladen. 

Robert Motherwell , CSFA alumnus, recently 
held a joint exhibition with William Baziotes 
at the Samuel M. Kootz Gallery, New York. 

Four practising artists from abroad visited San 
Francisco on fellowships from the Institute of 
International Education from October 22 to 
November 2. Under arrangements made by 
Artists’ Equity, Krisnaji Kulkarni of India, Rolf 
Stegars of Finland, Miss Ligia Acosta and Fer¬ 
nando Saravia of Nicaragua visited the city’s 
art schools, museums, artists’ studios and other 
points of interest. 




ART ASSOCIATION NOTES 



Top cut: Abstract 265 (gouache) by Ruth Armer, San Fran¬ 
cisco, Artists’ Council Prize; bottom cut: Red Railing 
(gouache) by Increase Robinson, Sacramento, San Fran¬ 
cisco Art Association Prize. 

The paintings reproduced above and on the opposite page 
competed with sixty works chosen from 406, which were 
submitted by 285 artists. 


We welcome the following new Associate 
Artist members: Evelyn M. Curro and Glenn H. 
Kemper. 

Artists’ Council: George Stillman has resigned 
as chairman of the Artists’ Council. He plans to 
reside in Mexico. The office will be filled by 
temporary appointees until the annual election. 
James Weeks will be acting chairman for the 
month of November. 

Pflueger Memorial Publication: According 
to latest word from David Park, chairman of the 
Timothy L. Pflueger Memorial Publication Com¬ 
mittee, the results of the membership vote on 
artists to be represented in the book have been 
tabulated. The Committee urges the members 
to realize that the publisher’s own wishes re¬ 
garding the book will be one decisive factor. 
Another will be the desires of the author. The 
Committee is now working on the problem of 
writers and publishers; this poll will be used as 
a guide to the character and contents of the 
volume. 

Bender Photography Grant: Dr. Monroe 
Deutsch, chairman, and members of the Board 
of Trustees of the Albert M. Bender Memorial 
Trust Fund announce that in the coming year 
one Grant-in-Aid in Photography will be of¬ 
fered in the amount of $1200. This new award 
will supplement the two grants already given 
in the fields of Art (painting and sculpture) and 
Literature for the same sum. The photography 
grant will relate to work in “still” photography 
and not to motion pictures and will be open to 
residents of the Bay Region. Ansel Adams will 
act as chairman of a special jury to be selected 
by the Bender Trustees. 

Library Gifts: During the past month the Anne 
Bremer Memorial Library has received a num¬ 
ber of acquisitions to its collections. Edgar M. 
Kahn has donated an autographed copy of his 
Cable Car Days in San Francisco, illustrated by 
William Wilke. Madge Tennant—Autobiogra¬ 
phy of an Unarrived Artist has been given by 
the author, now residing in Honolulu. From the 
collection of the late Agnes Brandenstein have 
come forty-six books, portfolios, magazines and 
catalogues, including beautifully illustrated 
works on Renoir, Rouault, Bonnard, Chagall, 
Picasso, Klee, Feininger, Calder and Rivera. 












SAN FRANCISCO ART FESTIVAL —DECEMBER 1-3 


Latest news as we go to press is the word that 
two of three museum officials have accepted 
the invitation to act on the jury of awards for 
the forthcoming S. F. Art Festival. Katherine 
Kuh, Associate Curator of Painting and Sculp¬ 
ture at the Art Institute of Chicago, and Bartlett 
Hayes, Director of the Addison Gallery, An¬ 
dover, Massachusetts, will select the nine pur¬ 
chase prize-winning works, along with a third 
national jury member still to be announced. 
The three will be aided in their task by one or 
more local museum directors. 


Anyone who is a legal resident (one year con¬ 
stitutes “legal residency") of one of the nine 
Bay Area counties may submit works for the 
show. The nine counties are San Francisco, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Solano, Marin, Napa and Sonoma. Information 
circulars and entry blanks are now available at 
the offices of the Art Association. Entry blanks 
must be returned to the office of the Art Festival, 
580 Washington Street, by November 13. 
Deadline for the submission of works to the 
Palace of Fine Arts is November 28. 


CSFA STUDENT ELECTION 

At its annual election held on October 12, the 
following officers were chosen to head CSFA 
Student Association activities for the new school 
year: Alex Gonzales, President; David Willson, 
Vice-President; Nadine Oliver, Treasurer; Pat 
Draper, Secretary; Charles Wong, Exhibition 
Chairman; Shirley Story, Publicity Chairman; 
Joe Winters, Social Chairman, and Jean Leslie, 
Trudi Senftleben and Ben Stahl, who will con¬ 
stitute an Advisory Committee. 

President Gonzales outlined a few of the ac¬ 
tivities on the student calendar: a Hallowe’en 
Costume Dance (held October 27); continuation 
of the round table discussions; various group 
exhibitions; and renewed efforts to make the 
Student Employment Bureau a “going concern.” 


CSFA FILM WINS HONORS 

The Lead Shoes, an experimental film produced 
and directed by Sidney Peterson at the Cali¬ 
fornia School of Fine Arts, was awarded honor¬ 
able meniion at the Venice International Film 
Fesiival this year. The movie is based on the 
parricidal theme of an old Scottish ballad and 
developed to the strains of ancient song and 
modern jazz. 

The Lead Shoes is one of five pictures directed 
by Mr. Peterson, now of Orbit Films, when he 
conducted the Motion Picture Workshop at 
CSFA. It is one of three films produced at the 
School which are being shown in England, 
France, Holland, Denmark and Italy this year. 
The others, which had their premieres in San 
Francisco, are The Cage and The Petrified Dog. 


EXHIBITION CALENDAR 

4th Annual Exhibition of Painting, a juried and invitational 
show of oils by U. S. artists, Legion of Honor, November 
25, 1950 - January 1, 1951. 

3rd Annual Exhibition of Advertising Art, California 
School of Fine Arts, November 20-December 10. Spon¬ 
sored by the Art Directors Club and Artist Group of San 
Francisco, the show is composed of over two hundred 
entries and is being installed by Squire Knowles, CSFA 
instructor. 

25th Annual Exhibition of Art, San Francisco Women 
Artists, November 17-December 10, at the S. F. Museum 
of Art. 

Thirteen Watercolorists and National League of American 
Penwomen artist members, Oakland Art Gallery, Novem¬ 
ber 12 - December 3. 


4th Annual Exhibition of the Association of San Francisco 
Potters; 3rd Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Hand 
Weavers of California, de Young Museum, both shows 
opening November 9. 

11th Annual Exhibition by the Society of Western Artists, 
de Young Museum, November 17-December 17. 

Rental Gallery, San Francisco Museum of Art, Association 
members exhibiting, through November 13. 

SFAA Nth Annual Exhibition of Watercolors, S. F. Museum 
of Art, November 1 - December 3 (see inside pages). 

Pre-Columbian Sculpture and Pottery, The Record Shop, 
14 Tillman Place, San Francisco, through November. 


We note with regret the passing of artist member 
Sydney Joseph on October 2 of this year. 


The Bulletin is published monthly by the San Francisco Art Association. Editor, DOROTHY N. COLODNY 
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